Ms. Laura’s Classroom Notes sent August 30, 2013:

· Here is the second verse to Close Your Eyes:
Silly sheep that slowly crop

Night has come and you must stop

Chewing grass beneath the skies

Silly sheep now close your eyes.
· The Montessori Method for learning about letters begins with associating letters with the most common sound, not name.  I have enclosed an information sheet for parents’ reference.  I know many parents work with their child’s familiarity with letters at home.  It would be most supportive of our classroom approach if parents could emphasize letter sounds rather than letter names.

· A benefit of being a teacher is frequently being caught by surprise by the things children say.  One Common Core language standard for kindergarteners is related to clarifying the meaning of multiple-meaning words.  Here’s a story from this week which provided an opportunity to address this standard.  Plus, it made me chuckle:

We came across the phrase, “fit as a fiddle” in the story, The Dreaming Bunny, by Margaret Wise Brown.  We discussed that people normally mean that someone is healthy and strong when we say that he or she is fit.  One child said, “My mom had a fit!”

· Many houses are receiving new recycling bins from the city.  If you are one of those households and wish to donate your old recycling bin for use in our classroom, please send me a note.  We can use a couple.
